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Study purpose: 

 

Establish most 

effective way to 

serve the 

County’s needs to 

accommodate 

planned growth 

over the long 

term by improving 

public  transit 

usage. 
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Study objectives: 

 

• Establish a connected rapid transit system to 

meet demands through the year 2050 

• Define transit corridor functions, station 

locations, modes and rights-of-way to guide 

subsequent comprehensive plan amendments 

and development review processes that protect 

needed right-of-way for ultimate transit network 

• Coordinate with other regional, state, and local 

jurisdictional plans 

• Identify policies, programs, and actions to 

support phased implementation and expedite 

delivery of priority elements in the near term 
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Study schedule: 

 

• Goals and objectives (spring 2012) 

 

• Public input milestones 

• Goals and objectives (summer 2012) 

• Initial concepts (fall 2012) 

• Refined concepts (winter 2013) 

• Recommended concepts (spring 2013) 

 

• Board endorsement of study recommendations, 

with subsequent comprehensive plan 

amendments as warranted 

 

 



The Countywide Transit Network Study phases are 

scheduled to facilitate coordination with other regional 

transportation studies 
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Fairfax County’s 

transportation plan 

identifies eight 

Enhanced Public 

Transportation 

Corridors (EPTCs). 

 

How should they 

connect? 

 

What functions should 

they perform? 

 

Might adjustments to 

the network of EPTCs 

be needed? 
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Fairfax County Future Development Concept 
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Most of the County’s growth potential lies within these 

established activity centers 

Housing units: 

Existing: 19% in centers 

Growth: 83% in centers 

Total: 36% in centers 

Commercial space: 

Existing: 82% in centers 

Growth: 99% in centers 

Total: 89% in centers 
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About 70% of the County’s residential growth through 

2040 will be in multifamily housing units. 
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Why a High Quality Transit Network? 

 

At least two-thirds of study survey 

respondents believe it is either important or 

very important for the Washington DC region 

to invest in transit in order to: 

 

• Reduce time spent traveling (86%) 

• Provide travel options (choice riders) (83%) 

• Take cars off the road (81%) 

• Increase economic development (79%) 

• Provide travel options (non-drivers) (78%) 

• Reduce carbon footprint (76%) 

• Create attractive mixed-use centers (68%) 
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Public outreach in summer 

2012 is incorporated in our 

initial analyses 

 

“Setting the Stage” helped us 

identify and refine study 

objectives through the online 

survey and comments on the 

draft goals and measures 

 

 

 
 

“Mapping Your Future” 

helped us identify 

connections that should be 

considered for premium 

commuter, connector, or 

destination transit corridors 
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The type of premium transit service appropriate for each 

corridor will reflect the traveler needs and land use 

context in that corridor. 

Source:  Center for Transit Oriented Development 
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Destination corridors, like the Orange 

Line in Arlington, connect neighborhoods 

to multiple activity centers, functioning 

primarily to provide access. 

 

Commuter corridors, like Virginia Railway 

Express, primarily serve one major 

activity center and tend to focus on 

journey-to-work trips and function 

primarily to provide mobility. 

 

District circulators, like the planned 

Tysons Corner Circulator, enhance 

mobility within an activity center or group 

of adjacent centers.  
 



Function, context, technology 
High quality transit technologies span a wide range of transit guideway and 

vehicle types.  The selection of a particular transit technology for any corridor 

depends first upon the travel market, corridor function, and land use context. 
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Mobility focus 

 

Connect activity 

centers within 

Fairfax County and 

adjacent 

jurisdictions with 

high speed 

commuter 

corridors that best 

serve longer-

distance trips.  
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Accessibility focus 

 

Connect activity 

centers within 

Fairfax County and 

adjacent 

jurisdictions with 

high access 

transitways (light 

rail or bus rapid 

transit) destination 

corridors that best 

serve shorter-

distance trips 
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Blended approach 

Orange Line 

Extension 

 

Blend mobility and 

accessibility 

approaches with 

Orange Line 

Metrorail extension 

in I-66 corridor as 

envisioned in 

Comprehensive 

Plan 
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Blended approach 

Blue Line 

Extension 

 

Blend mobility and 

accessibility 

approaches with 

Blue Line Metrorail 

extension in I-95 

corridor in contrast 

to Comprehensive 

Plan 
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2050 PM desire lines 
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Travel desire lines 
Travel to, from, within, and 

through Fairfax County 

comprises many 

overlapping travel patterns.  

These lines show the 

dispersed desires for 

person-travel intensity 

during the 2050 weekday 

evening peak period 

between places in Fairfax 

County and the region. 

 

One study objective is to 

determine how to most 

effectively establish 

premium transit corridors to 

help serve these demands.  



Travel Markets  
The straight lines on these maps 

demonstrate the organization of 

travel desire lines into key travel 

markets connecting travelshed 

pairs with the highest number of 

person trips in the 2050 

weekday evening peak period. 

 

The provision of new transit 

examined in the initial concepts 

provide transit time savings for 

many high-demand connections. 
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Mobility 

Blended 2 (Blue) Blended 1 (Orange) 

Access 

Property values 
Properties near transit 

stations typically see an 

increase in property value 

near transit stations, with 

the greatest values 

associated with commercial 

properties.  Increased 

property value generates 

increased tax revenues and 

is one indicator of the 

potential for Transit 

Oriented Development.  The 

access oriented scenario 

has the greatest total 

potential increase in 

property values and the 

mobility oriented scenario 

has the greatest per-station 

average potential property 

value increase.  20 



Mobility 

Blended 2 (Blue) Blended 1 (Orange) 

Access 

Transit Dependency 
Transit service can be  

particularly valuable to 

those with fewer mobility 

choices; including those 

with lower incomes, 

education levels, and 

vehicle ownership, as well 

as those with disabilities.  

The areas where 

underserved and transit-

dependent populations are 

highest are generally in the 

areas with higher 

development densities.  All 

four scenarios provide 

improved access to 

populations with high 

transit dependency. 
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Mobility 

Blended 2 (Blue) Blended 1 (Orange) 

Access 

Ridership potential 
In each of the initial 

scenarios, the Silver Line, 

Orange Line Extension and 

Blue Line Extension show 

the highest levels of travel 

demand.  Other corridors; 

including Route 28, the 

Capital Beltway and Route 

1; also show high levels of 

travel demand in all 

scenarios.  The level of 

potential ridership on 

corridors such as Route 7, 

Route 50, and Route 236 

are more variable 

depending upon the 

function each corridor 

serves in a given network. 

22 



23 



What do you think are the….? 

 

Travel markets of greatest 

importance? 

 

Transit functions (commuter, 

destination, circulator) that 

best meet our future needs? 

 

Transit technologies to serve 

those functions? 

 

Land use / policy changes 

that could improve 

transportation system 

effectiveness? 

 

 
24 


